
CURRICULUM MEETING     MARCH 25, 2015    MINUTES 

IN ATTENDANCE: C. Pritzker, L. Eisenberg, L. Kreisman, P. Critti, J. Menashe, D. Nus, E. Margolin, 

N. Bogdanov, L. Frankel, S. Chinnappola, S. Braverman, K. Panaghi 

I-Minutes of February meeting were accepted as read after one numerical correction was 

made. 

II-Curriculum Office Update: 

A- ICT Committee- A district-wide committee was created as part of recent 

district labor negotiations. The requirement is that there be a committee of 

administrators, teachers, etc. to discuss philosophy regarding teacher 

observations, role of professionals, etc. The committee met. Everyone is on 

the “same page” regarding basic program principles. 1-Staff that wants to 

teach in ICT environments, should. Others should not have to; 2-Both 

professionals in the room should be conveying content; 3- Professionals have 

much to learn from each other; 4-Professional development will be set up to 

support the program.  

B- Curriculum writing initiatives need improvement throughout the district.  Last 

year, there were 54 curriculum writing projects. Information is placed onto a 

computer hard drive for everyone to be able to access. District will look to 

incorporate Atlas Rubicon, a tool that is more user- friendly. The goal is to 

rethink expectations for teachers who write the curriculum and how it is 

accessible to staff. Administrators are writing curriculum for teachers dealing 

with expectations for teachers who are writing the curriculum.  

C- Mr. Secaur and Mr. Murray were part of a tri-state consortium visit to a 

district in Connecticut grades K-12. They are implementing a new math 

curriculum. Though their goal was to help evaluate the program, Mr.  Secaur 

and Mr. Murray got some ideas for rolling out new programs and supporting 

teachers in HWPS. 

D- Environmental Center is a hub of activity. Dr. Mossey and students are 

actively working on it. Greenhouse is ready. Gala Opening and Ribbon Cutting 

will be held in June or early part of the next school year. 

III- Testing- 

A- Regents Exam in Algebra- new state guidelines. If a student did not take a credit bearing 

algebra course they cannot take both exams. Therefore only students who failed the 

exam last year can take both because they were in a credit-bearing course.  



B- Double accelerated students will take CCLS and 7th grade state exam.  

C- Knowing that there will be students who opt out of the exams in grades 3-8, the schools 

in the district are putting plans in place to remove those opt-out students from the test 

environment. The logistics are very challenging. 

a. Parents of students who walk into the building and unexpectedly opt out will be 

contacted.  

b. If a student takes Day 1 of the exam and opts out of Days 2 and 3, he will earn a 

score of 1 on the exam.  

c. Some districts are threatening to opt out the entire district but there can be 

repercussions- supt and school board can be removed by the state.  

d. No district is allowed to do anything that appears that they are encouraging 

students to opt out.  

IV- HWPS Approach to Internet Safety-  

Our schools need to capture “teachable moments” because meetings dedicated to the topic are 

usually attended by those who need least to be there. The topic will be imbedded into other 

meetings, e.g. orientation, back-to-school night, etc. 

A-  Elementary school- Second Step Program to support social/emotional literacy. 

Pamphlets for parents as being created.  

B- Middle School-  

a. Blue and White Presentations- leadership program. Staff and 8th graders speak to 

younger students using authentic scenarios.  

b. PPS- teachers meet with students during lunch.  

c. Health instruction- topic of risky decision making.  

d. Presentations in grades 6, 7, 8, subject areas classes on different related topics 

this spring. Social worker heads up the initiative.  

e. Pamphlet being created for parents.  

i. A suggestion was made that a section on helping parents choose 

appropriate phone accessibility for their children be included.  

C- High School-  

a. Challenge Day, 

i. Committee members raised a concern about the misuse of Challenge Day 

after the event when students are being bullied as a result of information 

that was divulged by students during the event.  Mr. Secaur will raise the 

issue at the committee meeting which will be held after the spring break. 

b. Presentations  

c. Freshman Orientation  



d. DASA training 

e. Counseling  

f. PPS/PALS  

g. Parent University  

h. Guest Speakers (DA, police, etc.) 

i. Grades 9-10 

i. Units in all curriculum areas regarding appropriate use of the computer 

for research as well as other specific related units in health instruction 

and computer technology classes  

Next Meeting April 29th,  9:30 a.m.  

Agenda items- Discovery Program (Dr. Lo Verde) and  

                           ICT initiative. 


